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The mandate of the Department of 
Canadian Heritage is the preservation 
and promotion of what distinguishes 
and defines Canada. Through the work 
of this Department, Canadians convey 
to one another and to the world what it 
is that makes us who we are. 


At the heart of everything we do is the 
expression of the values that we as 
Canadians share. Our work touches 
many aspects of Canadian life—artistic 
and cultural expression; amateur sport 
and leisure; our linguistic duality and 
multiculturalism; and our natural and 
historic heritage. 


A number of our accomplishments in 
1998 were particularly gratifying—the 
superb performance of our athletes in 
the Olympic Winter Games in Nagano; 
the progress achieved with the 
extension of the Canadian Television 
Fund, which ensures that we and the 
world see and hear Canadian voices in 
the broadcast media; and the creation 
of the Parks Canada Agency, which 
establishes a new, improved operational 
structure under which the Agency will 
exercise public stewardship of Canada's 
natural and heritage places. On the 
international front, the Department 

of Canadian Heritage was at the 
vanguard in the creation of the first 
International Network of Ministers 
Responsible for Culture. 


Our contribution to Canada's Youth 
Employment Strategy was a resounding 
success. Through Young Canada 
Works, 2600 young Canadians obtained 
work experience with cultural, artistic 
and community organizations, often 
working in a different language and 

in different parts of the country, 
experiencing cultural diversity on a day- 
to-day level. Over 130 internships were 
carried out in Asia, Latin America, 
Africa, Europe and the United States. 


I am particularly proud of this 
Department's commitment to supporting 
the vibrancy of Canadian life. Yes, we 
are concerned with the preservation of 
historic sites and objects of art. But 

we are about a lot more than that. We 
are committed to the creation of 
opportunities for exchanges and the 
promotion of ideas. 


In the global economy and the 
information age, cultural dynamism is 
a great strength—telling our stories and 
sharing our ideas cultivates our sense 
of common purpose; it enables us to 
define what we want for ourselves, our 
families and our communities, and it 
gives us the means to chart our way 
forward in an increasingly complex and 
interconnected world. In simple terms, 
supporting culture strengthens our 
capacity to understand one another and 
to work together for the common good. 


It gives me great pleasure to present an 
overview of the accomplishments of the 
Department of Canadian Heritage for 
1998. I invite you to review our record 
and learn more about what we do. I 
urge you to join with us and our part- 
ners in 1999 to continue strengthening 
both the ties that keep us together and 
the values we share. 


Mate Cog 


Sheila Copps 
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Strengthening and 


Celebrating Canada 
Its Past, Present and Future. 


The Department of Canadian Heritage 
and our partners in the Canadian 
Heritage Portfolio are custodians of the 
Canadian narrative. 


Our responsibilities include preserving 
our natural and historic heritage, 
including our national parks, sites, 
heritage rivers and canals, and the 
priceless collections of our museums 
and archives. We are responsible for 
delivering programs that promote our 
identity and that help to nurture our 
shared values, which shape our society 
today. Through the policies developed 
with Canadians, we support cultural 
expression, because it reinforces the 
foundation of our society, encourages 
social cohesion and promotes our 
democratic ideal—three conditions 
that are essential for our confident 
entry into the next millennium. 


In all cases, we focus on Canadians, by 
ensuring that they know about and have 
access to their national treasures, and by 
delivering programs that enrich our 
identity and allow us to carve out our 
niche in an increasingly globalized 
world. Finally, we put in place and 
defend the policies that are required to 
ensure that we can continue to develop, 
produce and promote our own stories in 
all media. 


Protecting Our Heritage 


In 1998, we took several important 
steps to strengthen the protection and 
presentation of Canada's rich natural, 
historic and cultural heritage. 


W We tabled Bill C-29, An Act to 
Establish the Parks Canada Agency 
(February 1998), which was 
proclaimed in December. The Act 
establishes a new improved 
operational structure under which 
the Parks Canada Agency will 
exercise public stewardship of 
Canada's natural and heritage 
places. We also tabled Bill C-48, 
An Act Respecting Marine 
Conservation Areas (June 1998). 
The goal of this legislation is to 
establish and manage a system of 
marine conservation areas that are 
representative of the 29 marine 
areas of Canada. 


We tabled Bill C-38 to establish a 
new national park in Canada's 
Western Arctic, which was 
proclaimed in December. Tuktut 
Nogait National Park represents the 
Tundra Hills Natural Region, an 
area that has not been represented in 


the national parks system. The new 
park will protect a significant 
portion of the calving grounds 
for the Bluenose caribou herd. 


% On June 26, we announced further 
steps to maintain the ecological 
integrity of our national parks. 

A legislative framework for park 
communities will be introduced in 
the House of Commons to enable 
the setting of legal boundaries for 
each of the seven park communities, 
the establishment of permanent caps 
on commercial development and the 
statutory requirement to use a “no 
net negative environmental impact” 
principle in all future community 
plans. 


ww We officially inaugurated the 
Saguenay-St. Lawrence Marine 
Park on June 12, 1998. 


we We acquired, in partnership with the 
province of British Columbia, five 
new properties under the Pacific 
Marine Heritage Legacy, thereby 
protecting significant areas of the 
southern Gulf Islands. 


“ We announced the creation of the 
Panel on Ecological Integrity in 
Canada's National Parks in 
November. The Panel will assess 
Parks Canada's approach to the 
maintenance of ecological integrity 
in national parks and will provide 
recommendations. 


W We established a panel to review 
commercial accommodation 
development in the outlying areas of 
Canada's mountain national parks to 
ensure that future development does 
not compromise the ecological 
integrity of these parks. 


we We reopened the Sault Ste. Marie 
Canal in Ontario for recreational 
boaters, keeping alive the last link 
in an all-Canadian waterway that 
stretched from the Lakehead to the 
Atlantic Ocean. We also began the 
restoration work on the Lachine 
Canal in Quebec to reopen it to 
boating in 2002. 


we We acquired land adjoining Grand- 
Pré National Historic Site, Nova 
Scotia, thereby allowing for an 
enrichment of the experience for the 
growing number of visitors to this 
site, which interprets the story of 
the Acadians to other Canadians and 
to the world. 


We erected a memorial at Grosse-fle 
and the Irish Memorial National 
Historic Site in Quebec in memory 
of those immigrants to Canada who 
died at the quarantine station. 


W We tabled the Canada Travelling 
Exhibitions Indemnification Act, 
Bill C-64, so that Canadian 
museums, art galleries, archives and 
libraries will be saved the expense 
of commercial insurance, and 
Canadians will have increased 
access to their heritage. 


® In partnership with the Canadian 

Museums Association, we launched 
the Centre for Exhibition Exchange 
in November to facilitate travelling 
exhibitions. The Centre's Web site 
and database provide access to 
information and expertise about the 
exchange of travelling exhibitions. 


% Under the International Exhibitions 
Program, we helped to bring nine 
foreign exhibitions to 35 Canadian 
cultural institutions. The shows 
included exhibitions from Australia, 
Chile, Colombia, Finland, Mexico, 
Peru, Sweden and the United States. 


w We funded 200 projects under the 
Museums Assistance Program, 
which represents a significant 
investment in the museums, 
galleries and First Nations 
communities throughout Canada. 


The Canadian Heritage Information 
Network launched Artefacts 
Canada, a large, expanded record of 
museum collections and holdings. 
Audiences can discover collections 
in over 100 of Canada's museums 
through this Internet resource. 


we Through the Young Canada Works 
Program, we worked with five 
national heritage organizations to 
create more than 720 summer jobs 
for young Canadians in museums 
and other heritage institutions. 
Sixteen university and college 
students were also able to obtain 
experience in new technologies, and 
another 20 worked on international 
projects. 


WW With the help of 89 young Canadian 
trainees and in co-operation with its 
members, the Canadian Heritage 
Information Network (CHIN) 
produced three compelling virtual 
exhibitions. These projects are 





accessible via Internet: Gestures 
and Words, Birds—A Virtual 
Exhibition and Meiji: Tradition in 
Transition. The CHIN also launched 
the first multicountry virtual 

exhibit called In the Countries of La 
Francophonie. Another exhibit, 
Haida Spirits of the Sea, was 
completed for the Canadian Pavilion 
at Expo 98 in Portugal. 


% The Canadian Conservation Institute 
successfully restored the medals of 
Lieutenant John McCrae, the author 
of In Flanders Fields, for the 
Guelph Museum/McCrae House in 
Ontario. 


Strengthening Our Society 


Our work across a wide range of sectors 
in 1998 continued to support the lively 
exchange of ideas and perspectives that 
characterizes a strong and democratic 
society and helps to shape our sense of 
who we are. 


In the Arts 


%& We renewed the contribution to the 
National Aboriginal Achievement 
Foundation by providing $340,000 
per year under a six-year 


multilateral framework agreement to 
fund training programs for 
Aboriginal youth in the arts, cultural 
industries, business and science, 
including health. 


%& Through the Cultural Initiatives 
Program, we provided funding for 
nearly 160 festivals or special arts 
events in all disciplines—music, 
theatre, dance, literary, visual and 
media arts—in all parts of the 
country, which reached very diverse 
types of audiences, including young 
audiences. 


% We continued our multiyear 
support of arts stabilization projects 
in British Columbia and Alberta. 
The projects brought positive 
financial and artistic results for 
several participating performing arts 
organizations. 


We allocated $10 million to the 
Canada Council for the Arts for 
millennium projects. The works 
created, for example, in sculpture, 
the visual arts, theatre and music, 
will have a lasting and positive 
effect on Canadians, and will enrich 
public collections, repertories and 
spaces. 





ee OOOO EOE ki 


% In collaboration with the Secretary 
of State for Western Economic 
Diversification, we created the 
$2 million Western Cultural Fund 
to strengthen not-for-profit 
professional arts and heritage 
organizations, and to provide 
Canadians with increased access to 
their cultural products and activities. 


w+ In the first of a series of 
international days celebrating the 
performing arts, we worked in 
partnership with the Canadian 
music community to celebrate 
International Music Day on 
October 1. 


On Official Languages 


W We participated as a major partner 
in the National Symposium on 
Canada's Official Languages in 
Ottawa in September, which 
enabled the government to raise the 
profile of official languages as part 
of Canada's national identity, to 
reaffirm its commitment to official 
language minority communities, and 
to identify challenges, opportunities 
and new ways of doing things in 
national official languages policy. 
Over 700 participants attended the 
Symposium. 


a With the National Arts Centre, the 
Canada Council for the Arts and the 
Fédération culturelle canadienne- 
francaise, we signed an agreement 
to promote the cultural and artistic 
development of Canada's minority 
Francophone communities. This 
three-year agreement includes 
distributing and promoting cultural 
and arts products, making 
performing and visual arts more 
widely available, and strengthening 
infrastructures. All told, the 
commitments of these organizations 
total $1,253,500. 


w%& We renewed our commitment to 
official languages education, 
introducing measures affecting 
nearly three million young 
Canadians. This commitment 
will provide $835 million over 
five years to support provincial 
and territorial official language 
education programs. 


W In June, we announced a 
Government of Canada contribution 
of $90 million as part of a five-year 
special agreement with the 
Government of Ontario to fund the 
completion of school governance 
for Francophones in Ontario. This 


contribution reflects the federal 
government's commitment to ensure 
the development and the full 
participation of the French-language 
community in Canadian society. 
About 100,000 students who are 
registered in French-language 
schools in Ontario benefit from 

this measure. 


For Cultural Diversity 


We announced the signing of a 
five-year co-operation agreement 
to maintain, promote and 
encourage the development of 
Aboriginal languages in the Yukon. 
The agreement includes a 
$5.5 million commitment from 
the federal government. 


We allocated $20 million in funding 
over five years to preserve, protect 
and teach Aboriginal languages. 
The projects funded under this 
initiative will be community- and 
home-based, leading to the 
development of innovative new 
approaches and culturally relevant 
teaching and learning materials. 
The initiative complements existing 
federal, provincial or territorial 
Aboriginal languages programs and 
Services. 


W We opened "Canada Place" 
exhibition and resource centres in 
Winnipeg and Regina. These 
centres provide visitors with access 
to programming, Web sites, 
CD-ROMS, digital disks, videos, 
and publications on Canadian 
culture and identity. 


We continued the March 21 
campaign, which was very 
successful, particularly among 
young Canadians, in promoting the 
elimination of racial discrimination. 


ad Through our Human Rights 
Program, we continued to promote 
the development, understanding, 
respect and enjoyment of human 
rights in Canada. This Program 
encouraged a wide range of 
educational and promotional 
activities on human rights. 
With provincial and territorial 
governments, we coordinated the 
domestic implementation of 
international human rights 
instruments and the preparation 
of Canada's reports to the 
United Nations. 


We created a campaign, called 
Credo, to interest young people in 
human rights issues and encourage 
their personal involvement, and to 
commemorate the 50" anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. In connection with 
the celebrations, we, along with a 
dozen federal departments, 
contributed to the exhibition By 
What Right? at the Musée de la 
civilisation in Quebec City. This 
exhibit, which retraces the history 
and development of human rights 
around the world, will be presented 
in a number of Canadian cities. 


W We celebrated Black History Month 
by sponsoring the Mathieu Da Costa 
Awards, which recognize the 
creative work of students who are 
celebrating the contribution of 
Canadians from various cultural 
and ethnocultural communities. 


For Amateur Sport 


% We contributed to the participation 
of more than 350 athletes and 
coaches in the X VIII Winter 
Olympic Games and Paralympic 
Games in Nagano, Japan. This 
year, the brilliant performance of 


Canada's athletes made a significant 
contribution to the successful launch 
of three new disciplines for the 
Winter Olympics: ice hockey for 
women, curling and snowboarding. 


% We supported the participation of 
Canadian athletes and coaches at the 
Arctic Winter Games and the 
Commonwealth Games. 


we We pursued a partnership to create a 
new national multisports centre to 
develop high-level athletes and 
coaches in the metropolitan 
Vancouver area. 


W% We organized a national conference 
on sport and the corporate sector in 
Ottawa, on December 8 and 9. 

The participants studied ways of 
encouraging the business 
community to provide more 
support to amateur sport. 


W We announced new funding of 
$10 million a year for five years 
for amateur sport in Canada. Nearly 
half of these funds will be used to 
provide more opportunities for 
athletes to train and compete, 
particularly in international events. 
About one third will be used to 


develop and employ the finest 
Canadian coaches. Special 
emphasis will be placed on 
increasing the number of both 
female coaches and coaches of 
athletes with a disability. Support 
will also be provided for the 
development of Aboriginal coaches. 
The rest of the funds will be 
allocated to Sport Canada's Athlete 
Assistance Program to provide 
direct support to an additional 

300 developing high-performance 
athletes to help offset their living 
and training expenses. One hundred 
of these will be athletes with a 
disability. Approximately 

850 athletes now receive direct 
support from the Government 

of Canada. 


Internationally 


W% We initiated and hosted an 
international meeting on cultural 
policy in Ottawa in June, which, for 
the first time, brought together 
ministers from 19 countries to 
discuss the importance of national 
cultures. Ministers agreed to work 
toward the achievement of shared 
cultural objectives in an era of 
globalization. As a major policy- 


related initiative arising from the 
June meeting, a special session on 
a Global Diversity Television 
Initiative was held in Rome, Italy, 
in October. Also, in a joint 
communiqué in November, Canada 
and France joined forces to ensure 
the promotion of cultural diversity. 
Today, 25 countries belong to the 
International Network of Ministers 
Responsible for Culture. 


Ws We produced an excellent Canadian 
exhibition at Expo 98 in Lisbon, 
Portugal. The Canada Pavilion 
welcomed over 1.2 million visitors, 
14 percent of all those who visited 
Expo 98. Canada is now preparing 
for Expo 2000 in Hanover, Germany. 


ww We signed five audio-visual 
co-production agreements with 
Cuba, Finland, Norway, the 
Philippines and Singapore. We also 
participated in two Joint Mixed 
Audio-visual Commissions with 
Germany and Spain. 


W For the Francophonie, we 
co-ordinated the development of the 
plan for hosting the 2001 Games of 
La Francophonie and set up the 
Canadian Games Secretariat. 


ww We participated in the work of the 
culture and communications 
program committee of the Agence 
de la Francophonie and the Comité 
du Fonds francophone des 
inforoutes, and contributed to the 
follow-up of the action plan adopted 
at the Hanoi Francophone Summit. 


W We co-ordinated the Canadian 
involvement in the management and 
direction of TV5, the global 
francophone television broadcaster, 
including our presence at the 
XI Conference of ministers 
responsible for TV5, in Quebec City 
in October. 


For Youth 


W The Department of Canadian 
Heritage has renewed its 
commitment to helping young 
Canadians to make the transition 
from school to work. Our 
participation in the Young Canada 
Works Program, which is part of 
Canada's Youth Employment 
Strategy, has been renewed. 


% In 1998, we devoted $11.6 million 
to the creation of over 2600 summer 
jobs and internships for students. 
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We offered valuable work experience 
opportunities to: 


ad young Francophones and 
Anglophones seeking to gain work 
experience in the other official 
language in another part of the 
country; 


w young Francophones seeking work 
experience in another Francophone 
community in Canada; 


w young persons to work in other 
countries, through international 
internships; 


Ww young Aboriginal people in urban 
communities; 


w young people in cultural and 
heritage institutions such as 
libraries, museums and archives; 
and 


ws young people in our national parks 
and at our national historic sites. 


Promoting Our Cultural 
Development 


In 1998, we took concrete measures to 
further strengthen the foundations of 
our cultural industries and to ensure 
that, in future, we have the capacity that 
we need to tell one another and the 
world our stories. 


& We extended Government of 
Canada funding for the Canadian 
Television Fund, which will enable 
the production of even more quality 
programs for television. Last year, 
the Fund helped to finance more 
that 1700 hours of television 
programming. This partnership 
between the private and public 
sectors will be funded until 2001 at 
the current level of $100 million per 
year, plus $50 million from Telefilm 
Canada. 


W% We created a new $30 million 
Multimedia Fund, administered by 
Telefilm Canada, to assist in the 
development, production and 
marketing of Canadian multimedia 
products, in English and French, for 
the next five years. 


% We launched a comprehensive 
review of Canada's feature film 
policy involving extensive 
consultations with Canadians and 
with representatives of the film 
industry to identify measures 
that will allow the Canadian film 
industry to thrive and grow in the 
next century. 


% We secured $15 million in capital 
funding for Radio Canada 
International (RCI) for three years 
to rebuild its infrastructure. RCI 
makes an enormous contribution to 
the promotion of Canadian values 
and ideas around the world through 
its 100 percent Canadian content 
short-wave radio and satellite 
broadcasts to Europe, Africa, 
the Middle East, Latin America, 
the United States, Asia and 
the Caribbean. 


% The Department became a full 
partner in Team Canada Inc and 
launched new efforts to promote 
exports of Canadian cultural 
products. 


W We tabled the F oreign Publishers 
Advertising Services Act, Bill C-55. 
This Bill is intended to ensure 
Canadian magazine publishers have 
access to the advertising revenues 
that they need to continue to be able 
to focus on Canadian issues and 
produce Canadian editorial content. 


% We established an innovative plan 
in partnership with the Royal Bank 
to help Canadian book publishers 
who are finding it difficult to break 
into foreign markets. The Royal 


Bank will make lines of credit of up 
to $20 million available to eligible 
Canadian book publishers. The 
Department of Canadian Heritage 
will provide a contribution of up to 
$2 million to cover potential losses. 


Looking Ahead 


The new year brings with it a number 
of major events that will focus national 
attention on the work of this 
Department. Key among them are: 


w The Summit of La Francophonie in 
Moncton, New Brunswick 


ae The Canada Games in Corner 
Brook, Newfoundland, and 
Labrador 


w& The Pan-American Games in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


Each week, thousands of Web surfers in 
Canada and around the world visit the 
Department of Canadian Heritage's 
Internet site. There, they find a wealth 
of information on our activities, our 
programs and on Canada. Take a look! 


http://www.pch.gc.ca 
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For more information about the 
Department of Canadian Heritage and 





its many offices throughout Canada, 
please call the Communications Branch : 
(819) 997-0055 


Atlantic (506) 851-7066 
Quebec (514) 283-2332 
Ontario (416) 973-5400 


Prairies and N.W.T. (204) 983-3601 
Western Region (604) 666-0176 


Parks Canada 


Atlantic (902) 426-3436 
Quebec (418) 648-4177 
Ontario (613) 938-5879 


Western Region (403) 292-4401 
(Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
British Columbian, Yukon and N.W.T) 


Or write to: 


Canadian Heritage 
Communications Branch 
25 Eddy Street, 10° Floor 
Hull, Quebec 

K1A OMS5 
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